OAK GROVE LITERARY GUILD
2011-2012 SCHOOL YEAR
What is Literary Guild?
· Literary Guild is a voluntary reading program designed to enhance reading skills and cultural literacy.  The program comprises four successive levels-- Alpha, Beta, Gamma and Delta-- designed to be grade-appropriate for 3rd through 5th graders.  
· As an individual enrichment program, Literary Guild is designed to be fun and non-competitive.  There are no grades or time limits for completing levels and competition. 
Why should my child participate? 
· Students receive incentives such as free books or gift cards to bookstores at progress points within each level and a trophy upon completion of each level.  Students who complete the Gamma or Delta levels are recognized as Oak Grove Literary Scholars by having their names engraved on a school plaque hanging on the upper grade hall.
· Completion of even just the Alpha level of the program can benefit your child’s reading skills and cultural literacy.
Who is eligible for Literary Guild?  When can they start?
· Some students begin Literary Guild during the summer as rising 3rd graders, but we welcome starters any time during the 3rd-5th grade years.  
· Rising third graders and other students starting Literary Guild for the first time must begin with the Alpha level.
How can my child participate?
· Participants establish reading “contracts” which are recorded on cards filed in the Literary Guild cart in the Media Center.
· For each book completed the student must demonstrate mastery by taking a short quiz from a Literary Guild volunteer, who then records the information on the student’s card.
· Credit for completion of Literary Guild books can also come from Accelerated Reader testing, from D.E.A.R., from language arts class reading, and reading workshops.
· Readers are encouraged to maintain their own copies of the list mirroring the progress recorded on their card by volunteers. 

· Upon completion of reading requirements for a level, completing one card, the student is invited to a Literary Review roundtable – the final requirement for receiving level recognition.  The Literary Review panel consists of teachers, parents, the media specialist, and an Oak Grove administrator.
Where can I get more information?
· Each 3rd grade class will receive a formal introduction to Literary Guild during the first weeks of school in August
· E-mail Susan Small (smallfry@ix.netcom.com) or  Marcy McKean (marcymckean@yahoo.com) 
·  Lists of Literary Guild books are available on the Oak Grove website at http://www.dekalb.k12.ga.us/oakgrove/  - click on Helpful Links and then on Literary Guild Lists.  
When is Testing Available During the Summer?

· Testing will be available from 11:30 to 1:30 on Wednesday, June 15, & Tuesday, July 12 – testing will also be available on Registration Day/Open House August 3 at times to be announced later.  For those who need testing and cannot come on those dates, it may be available by appointment.
