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Superstars
Dear Parents,

The PTA will once again sponsor a voluntary enrichment math program called Math Superstars.  This program is open to all Oak Grove students.  The goal of the program is to enhance students' knowledge of math as well as develop greater problem solving skills.  This year, we will recognize all participants who complete at least 5 out of 7 sessions at the end of year honor's programs.  We will reward our top "superstar" in each grade level with a trophy.  Although we want to encourage all students to participate, please remember that this is a voluntary program and your child's classroom instruction or grades will not be a part of Math Superstars.

On a monthly basis, we will post online math worksheets for each grade level.  If your child chooses to participate, the worksheets should be printed out at home, completed, and returned to the Math Superstars folders in his or her homeroom by the designated deadline.  A team of parent volunteer graders will assign points based on correct answers and attempts to solve the problems.   Deadline and new posting reminders will go out in The Oak Tree as well as morning announcements.
The parent’s role is to encourage and facilitate problem-solving.  A parent should not give the answers but can suggest a strategy and listen as the child shares his or her thinking.  You may need to read the problem to your child or explain new words.  Although parental involvement is encouraged, the students must be allowed to think through the problems and come up with the answers independently.  Please refer to the Parent References on our Google Docs page for ways you may want to help your child.
Please remind your child that it is normal for a student NOT to be able to complete all the problems.  Many of the problems are outside the scope of their current classroom instruction.  This is an opportunity to tackle problems that may be more challenging and allow students to develop critical thinking skills.  The process of reading, understanding, and approaching a math problem is a valuable skill we want to foster through the use of this program.  In most instances, we will reward partial credit for effort.  

Thank you for allowing your child the opportunity to participate in this math adventure.  Your child does not need a permission slip to participate this year.  Participation in the program acknowledges a parent's understanding that everyone is on the honor system.  Students may join at any time and skip sessions if they choose.   If you have any questions, please feel free to contact Gloria Kim at lovetobake@comcast.net.

Gloria Kim

PTA Math Superstars Chair

Worksheet Due Dates

	Sessions
	Due Dates

	Session I
	October 13, 2011

	Session II
	November 10, 2011

	Session III
	December 8, 2011

	Session IV
	January 12, 2012

	Session V
	February 9, 2012

	Session VI
	March 8, 2012

	Session VII
	April 12, 2012


Please note change from previous years:  5 out of 7 sessions are now required for end of year recognition.  Please encourage your children to keep track of due dates.  Deadlines will be enforced and graders will be instructed not to accept late submissions except for excused absences.  

Instructions for Retrieving Worksheets

The Oak Grove Math Superstars Worksheets are available online.  Please follow these instructions:

1.  Go to www.gmail.com . Sign in to our Gmail account with the username/email "oakgrovesunshinemath".  The password is "matheagle".  
2.  On the top left of the new page you will see:
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Click on "Documents".  A new window will open listing the folders for each grade level on the left side of your screen as well as any important announcements.
3. Click on the PDF for your child's grade level and print out a copy of the appropriate file.  

